THE . 


Good old War * 


AND 


TRUTH 


Which the Ancient Chriſtians many Ages and Genem- 
tions ago witneſſed unto in the World from Age to 
Age ; even from the dayes of Chriſt — ä 
| time, wherein the ſame Doctrine, Life and Practice 
is witn-ſſed unco by us who are in — 
led 2»ake 8, through many Tribalatious. 


Which our Anceſtots, the moſt ancient and true 
that ever were u . "ou th, ſealed unto, 
loſs o ives and Liberties. 


By which, in ſhort, 1s —— ni eſted. in whar is betet 
herein, chat the Doctrine v! the Mater, in 
Swearany Oath, and their tetu ing to pay Tythes, . 
many diker things they practiſe, was the | '08tine at Ly 
_ of the moſt Famous and renowned 8 

th teſtified of in the Scriptures of Truth, aud be 
Books of Martyrs. A 

Alſo, A briet Diſcovery .of the Ground and, Riſe, + 
Tythes; manifeſting them no Goſpel-Maintenayice 
was teſtified againſt by the Beſt and moſt Ancient Do 
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World, as it is at this day; yer noe ſo hid, Hal 


Throne, unto the Begger upon the L 
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H, Lex noc r e juice poſſeſi roſes Sink 
readiog chi mall Treatiſe or thet 1 
wile reap no benefit theieby's, buy ler thy: = - 
— to the Truth herein | #4 


whole body (hall be full of .Li fe; for: God, nes 
ver reſpected mens perſons in _ Tt 
and ancient Truth, and Myſteries of Li | 
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were ever hid from the wiſe and 


that it is univerſally tendred to all hour re 8 
ſpect of perſons, even from the rub DS ys 


therefore is mans deſtruction of f 
—— . becauſe man bath ſa in 
pon his own wiſdom, and r 4 
e . the things of the $ spirit 6 2. 
ooliſhneſs unto him, as they were to t 1 
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Frum he 4 be Sp pirit of God, becauſe 


om, for it will prove a 
225 of the Lord, which 
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given thee to profit withal; for that is the 
ba Talent that he will afluredly require 'of thee, 
with, advantage, and ha of for evet are they who 
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"2h ; * 1 have ſent L be Witneſſes for my Name and Trath is the 


* Words lay upon my ſpirit the moſt part of the aforeſaid 


| Monerhy, bein [ml Ve Wa the Loc, that he might fur 


ther maniſeſt unto me, what | ſhould write, rather 
t huſing to bee in ſilence many years, then to ſer Pen to Pa- 

per to declare any thing 1K the do eto of Truth would nat ſeal 
unto j which en of che W 3 ontinued ſtill upon 

t fill n n day of the ime 
5 the ear afor Gad 4 to ks, and the matter 
upon me to write was concerning Sweari EE” 

* 2 ariths which, in obedience to the Command of © 
(offered ſtrait and loſt 2 . well * 1 _ years 3 


other, 
the ha: 17 e ked om. ba che he iii times, wy which r wad 
th made a Ages r for che Teſtimony of Jeſus 
ord ol. gat counting my liberty noe life dear nnto me, 
ther I os fniſh my Teſtimony with joy, being counted worthy 
72 ag, but alſo. ro ſuffer for that ancient 

1255 bich che beſt and molt ancient Chriſtians fuf- 
of her wie heres, 0 of ibem their lives for z 

ws ode La nal x give ſome Teſtimo 

Tr my ſpirit to give ſome Te 

1 rk — en G Tyte under which ma. 


being never an icutton of Chriſt to his 


Baer erde Ga Gras nor ever owned by the ancient Chri- 


them, nor ever claimed as.any Goſpel g for 
es wa years after Chriſt's dayes, till che midnight o ry 
camegver the Earth; inthe which che ſeveral Popes ordered Tyrhes 
to be paid co the Mother Church · 

To che firſt, that the Oppoſery of wot pteſent Maiifetarian of 


this Way and Truth in this ou? day, (who have maghified theme 

ſelves againſt thoſe whom God bach raiſed in the Powe of Hö 

2 the qaciens Sans ; ol his Seryatits in the 
flacter chemſelyes in their rigorous pr 

and many others at this N for our conſtant des | 

mand of Chriſt Nur no other thing to charge us 5 

concerning Sibel e Now I lay, leſt any who | 


4 | (8) 
For Circumciſion was an expreſs Command of God to Iſrael, 
being Few; outwardly, to them S their Seed for an everlaſting Co- 
venant, Gen, 17, Iz. tor (aich God, The ancircamciſed man-child 
whoſe fleſh of bi EA. iu mot circamei ad, that Soul ball be c of 
bis people, he bath broken my Covenant, ver. 14. this had a fur- 
ther aud org large exten chen >wezring ever had, yet when Chriſt 
. thy end of the Lower righteonſneſs ſake to every one that be- 


che Apoltle told Iran when they were grown up, T bar if 


they were circumciſed Chriſt would profit thew nothing, Gal. 5.2. yet 


might Circumciſion have been more ſtrongly pleaded for;when Paul 


ſpoke to the Galatiav;,being God had commanded it to the Tea and 


to their Seed for an everlaſting Covenant, which he never did Swear, 


ing, neither under the Firſt nor Second Covenant; ſo the Galati- 
ax; had more ground to withitand Paal in cryiog down Ciicum. 
ciſion, then any hath to withitand the Feople of Sd at chis day, 
for denying Swearing : And under the Goipei Swearing is more ab- 
ſolutely denied and forbidden by Chrilt aud bis Apoltles then Cir. 
cumciſion, being, bur little aſcer Chriſt began to Preach to ljracl, 
under the Secand Covenant, by tus own mouth, given in ſgecial 
charge to them then in being, Not ro Aa at all, Matth. 5, 34, 
357 36, 37. and confirmed by che Apoltle Fawes, Faw. 5.12, and 
never practiſed after by any of the Diſciples, as was Circumciſion; 
for Paul aſterwards circuinciſed Tiwohy : | berefore you who are ſo 
zealous for Swearing ; why are not you ſo zealous for Circumciſion, 
which was more enjoyned in the Scripture then ever Swearing was, 
and with leſs Authority (under che Goſpel) denied ? 
Odject. Aud further, ſome pleads for Swearing, becanſe the boly 
men of eld time did Swear, (viz.) Abraham, David asd Solomon, 
Joſeph, &c. Br 1 „2c: „0e 
1 which I anſwer, Xoſes, who gave forth the Law at the Com- 
mand of God, ſaid unto Iſracl, A Propher ſhalt the | ord your God 
raiſe unte you, like unte me, him ſball ye hear in all things; and is 
ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever will not hear the voice of that Prophet, 
ſhall be cut of from among the People, Deut. 18. 18, 19. which Pro- 
het, was Chriſt, the end of the Law ; and when God brought him 
h into the World, he commanded Iſraci to hear him in all 
things, Matth. 17. 5. who ſaid, Beſere Abraham wa I am; be com- 
manded Iſrael, Not to Swear at all, 


The 
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The ſame Jeſus ſaid, that he was greater then e 


hy 


| 1, 42, and was Davids Lord, and by him God ſpake to „ 8 
hk n—_ is to be heard and obeyed in all hinge; ji ee 


ſhall break one of the leaſt of his Commandments, and teach men [o, ſhot 

I called leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven ; but whoſoever ſhall da and 

teach them, (ball be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 5, 
19. by which, all you Swearing Teachers, and Swearers contrary 
to the politive Command of Chriſt and the Apoſtle, without an 
exception, may read your portion; for they who love Chriſt, 

beth keep his Commandment, and teach others ſo to do. 

For where Chriſt intended any exception in changing of the 
Law, in what it bad commanded, he plainly expreſſed it; as ig 
Matthew, where it was ſaid that Moſer ſuffered a man that | 
put away his wife to give ber 4 Writing of Divercewent,Cc., Mat. 8 
31, but ſaith Ghriit, 7 ſay unte you, whoſoever ſhall put « 
wiſe, ſaving for the cauſe of Fornication, verſ. 3 1. [Mark] ſaving 
for the cauſe of Fornication ; where Chriſt plainly expreſſeth the 
exception when he intended it: And at the 28th verſe Chriſt ex · 
preſſed the exception again when he intended ir, (i. e.) Whoſoever 
ſhall lee wpon A woman to = after ber, [mark] to luſt after her, 
bath committed Adulter y with ber already in bus heart; ſo it is plain, 
that when Chriſt intended any exception in changing the Law, he 
- not leave bis work imperfet for vain man after him ts re- 

e. ' | 

And immediately after this, in the ſame Chapter, Chriſt poſu ive · 
ly-commands, without any exception, his Diſciples and Followers, 
Not to ſwear at all , neither by Heaven; neither by the Earth 3 neither 
by Jeruſalem, or by the Head, &c, Mat. 5. 34, 35, 36, * 

Now here is a plain change of the Law, wbich commanded I/ 
rael to {wear by the Lord, by him who bad all Power in Heaven and 
Earth given unto him, Math. 28. 18. that he might rule all Na- _ 
tions wit h a rod of Iron, who fulfilled the Law under which Ar- 
ham, Solomon, David and Joſeph ſwatez ſo is their Swearing no plea for 
any under the Golpel to immirate, but the contrary. 

But it is objected, That by thoſe of old time, Chriſt meant the Ex- 
pofiters of the Law, who ſaid, If men ſwear Truth, it was notoil 1 
bur onely they were not toſwewr to that which nas falſe, dq. 

To which is anſwered, chat this being an inyencion of tbe O 

B Fedor 
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| jo where ſo ſaid in the Scripture: of Truth; It needs 
_—_ er, but à denials, for by of old time, id ſpoken 
A Fo | by whom God ſpoke to Ia under the Law); fer the 
3." Greek Readers ſpeak if che word therein doth not imply fo much. 
| © But when /frael revoſted from the Lord in their hearts, and yet 
kept the Form of Swearing, and ſaid, The Lord lived; yer the 
Propher Jeremiab ſaith, Thowgh they ſay the Lord liverh, albeit they 
Fete ſalſiy, Jer. 1,2, and 23. though no truer thing could be ſaid 
or ſworn unto, then that the Lord lived; yet after they ceaſed to 
walk wich God in bis Covenant made with them, but went into 
| and Deceit, and perverted Jud and judged not the 
2 the Fatherieſs, nor the right of the Widdow ; and Jaſt of 
. che wonderful horrible thing was commitred in their Land, 7 lei- 
Feber, „ fafty, and their Priefls beat rale by their means, 
Vieh loved ie have it ſo ; therefore ſaith the Lord, what will je doin 
thr tud thereef ? 

So though ir was true that the Lord lived, yet he lived not in then 
who were in the aforeſaid Abominations ; *tbey held the Form, 
but were gone from the Powet and Life , and fo then it was a cuſſo- 
mary thing with them to ſwear, even as it iv now with the Apoſtate 
Chriſtians, whe are now in the very ſame Horrible Abewinations of 
Swearing, Lying, Killing, Steali 1 Adultery, their 
Prieſts bearing rule by thei ns, more like lords over Gods 
Heritage, chendoy Examples of the Flock, and the people loving 
to have it ſo; but what will ye do in the end thereof. | 
Da though Iſrael play the Harlet , yet let not Judih fo offend: 

But comt ye not to Gilgal, geit ber go ye 4 te \Bethauan, wer Swear 

. the Loyd lives: And Ames faith, They that fwtar by the fin of Sa- 
maria, aul a;th, the God of Dan liverh, and the manner of Beerſheba 
bveth ; even they foal! fall and never riſe again, Amos 8. 14. bur 
. while l kept Covenant with God , as 1 faid before, rhey 
ſwore by the Name of the Lord in Truth and Righteouſneſs ; but 
when they revolted they kept the Form, and ſwore without fear, 
. and the Name of the Lord, and ſwore by the Hearhen, 
by Melia, and by the ſin of Sawaris, which was no where war- 
ranced to them by God; even as the Apoſlate Chriſtians in our age. 
now upop a Book, for Which they bave not the leaſt color 
el Scripture, it being made up of divers Creatures, which was 
1 — never 
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ages 


were nes abla t4:bgar i, 
either yet ave Je able. For ye are carnal : for whereas: thete'te 1 


7 
” r 
*Z 


the ſtrife is: here Pas makes 4 clear diſtinction to the Hebrews, 
between men in rife and ſwearing, and Chriſtians who 

learned of Chriſt, and did abide in his ne, in ſaying to the 
Hebrews, For men verily ſucar by the greater, rt. { mark] men in 


ſtrife, and carnal , not you Hebrews : And again, An Oath for com: © 
fwrmation fo thens ; [mark ] to them, (not to you) a end of all f 8 . 
friſe,. For where envying and ſtrife as, tbete & concenrionh qu: * 


evil work; Jam. 3. 16. 4. indy „ n e 192808 a 
Aud there is no moreground given by the Apoſile for rhe Sen 
to ſwear at all, by any Oath, from tbe words —— -"Y 
then there is ground from Chriſt's words to the Sainte, to | 'Y 
lordſhip one over another; becauſe he ſaith, Mark 10. 4, Te 

Gentiles do ſi, &c. Besides, did not thoſe: that uſed ſwearing in 
thoſe dayes, do it to put an end to all firife ? but is nocOuthies: in, 
poſed at this day bete no ſtrife is ? nay; ate they im 0-41 
the beginning of ſtrife? let che Righceous j 
would be accounted Goſpel. Profeſſors: are chat they are 
ſhore of the practiſe of thoſe who were carmal, and lived in ſtriſe id 
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And che Apoſile fawrs, to confirm Chriſt's words, h Ie 
ſpoke to his geethren, who bad learned of Chriſt, and come ²lÄ > 
the ſtriſe, ſaying, nn how 
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2 . (12) 
by Heaven, nor Earth, aer any other Oath; but les your yea, be 56, 
and nd nay, E ye fall into condemnarion, Jam. 5. 12. This he 
ſpoke without any exception, as.Chriſt had done before to his Di- 
ſciples; ſo as it was the perfection of the Jews under the Law, 
not to ſwear ſalſly ; fo it was the perfeRion of the Chriſtians un- 
der the Goſpel, not to ſwear at all. 

ObjeR. Bur ſowe have ſaid, that it is vain ſwearing that Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtle James forbad, in ordinary communication, and not 
ſwearing in Courts of }udicarure, Fc. | 

Anſs. If ſo, then Chriſt did no more then what the Law had 
done before, which is high preſumption againſt God toſay 3 for the 
Law poſlitively forbad al vain and falſe ſwearing whatſoever, 

ir made nothing perfet , T how ſpalt not take the Name of the 

Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will net bold bim g viltleſt that ta- 
ketb bis Name in vain, Exod: 20. 7. This ſhuts out all vain Swear- 
ing, without any exception, before the better Hope was brought 

in, Heb. 7. 19. which was Chriſtin them the hope of glory, Col. 1. 

27. who was and is the Miniſter of a better Covenant then that 

which commanded Swearing, which was eltabliſhed upon better 

Promiſes, Heb. 8. 6- So the Prieſthood being changed, there is 

made of Neceſſity a change of the Law, Heb. 7: 12. and Chriſt 
did not onely change that part of the Law which appertained to 
; nearing, bur divers other clauſes and ſeyings thereof. As firſt, 
that of Circumciſion, which che Law Ari commanded, Gal. 5. 2. 

Love to Enemies, which the Law commanded to hate, 

Marth. 5. 53. Thirdly, — evil with good, &c whereas . 
the Law commanded to take Eye for Eye, and Tooth for Tooth,&c. 
and many other inftances which 1 might produce; yet he came not 
to deſtroy the Lew, hut to fulfil it, Afatth.'5. 17. as the Jews who 
upheld and hating of Enemies after Chriſt came, charg- 

* ed him wich-!, even as the Apoſtace Chriſtians now charges his Fol- 
lowers wb abide in bis Lotrine, and dare not ſwear at all) to 
be Deſirovers of the Law, and Encemners of Magiſtracy, and 

: bringers inof new Doctrine, Ag 19. which the ſame ſpirit in 

- . thc ws of old charged upon and them whom God raiſed up 
n his dayes to preach R epentance and Remillion of fins by Jeſus 

-. Criſt, who fail, Marvel not, my Brethren, if the World bate you? 
Joh. 3. 13. For it 38 18 bated you; and the Servant is 
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before God, &. aud in ſaziag, | call God to 75 ; 
to be an Oat 
4. At to the firſt, it is anincralien of — le be⸗ 
ing neither in the Greek Copies, nor in the Laine, nor ſome Eg 


To the ſecond, that be calls God to „ bs do — 3 
_ attefiation _ an my ar regs * 
as Iſrael was to ſwear rd in Trath, er, . 
3 yes and 9 to witneſs is no more, t lay, 

Ty preſence of God, who knows the bearts and thoughts 
of all men, and is no formal Oath, neither under the 2 not 
Goſpel. - * 

Neitheri is there any command more full in either Lawor Goſpel, 
then Chriſt's Command to his Diſciples, not to ſwear at all by any 
Oath, without any exception, ſeconded by the Apoſtles com- 
mand to bis Brethren, as 1 ſaid re, en them 
above all things, not to ſwear by any thing either in Heaven or 
_— leſt they fell into condemnation, which Commands were 

to all both then preſent, and the ſucceeding Saints and Chri- 
E — Sr —— years = _ — to the ＋ 2 . 
the Apoſtles Teſtimony was finiſhed in the World : yea, 
ent Chriſtians many years after their dayes, kept the Doctrine of © 
_ 2 James, teſtifying to their death againſt the 
ben Emperors, wbo would have compelled them to — 
— it a ſpecial mirk and character of a Chriſtian , — 
Chriſt's words, not to Fear at all, as ſhall be made 
anon. 


all which it will manifeſily 8 — the dene 
n tee dee 
was commanded and pradiſed by the beſt e — — above 


| — — "go, ws Ba dhe in force and practice 
years, till che Be abe (| 
lation got up and "able war with a. Wie fn 
and overcame them that kept n ind ord 
SOR ISS $ 004 thas ths power of Darkneſs came o 
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under which many of tbe ancient Chriſtiſs ſuffered eruel Martyr- 
882 faichfull Wicneſſes for the Name of the Lord in 
the and for denying to fwear at all to thoſe under whom 
were; asacloud of Witneſſes might be brought out af the Eccl 
aſtical Hiſtories of them that denied all Swearing in divers Ages 3 
ag enced, ſhall inſtance a few. 

irlt, «pm, who was, as its ſaid, Jobs's Diſciple, and had 
been « Chriſtian Eight fix years, when be came to ſuffer Martyr- 
dom, the Proconſul requiring him to ſwear By the Emperors good 
Fortune, and By Ceſar: Proſperity, ( Irenius lib. 3. cap, 1.) which 
was the Cuſtom of the Rn, at that time, and divers Heathen 
Emperors to ſet up their Images to be worſhipped, and their Perſons 
to be Sworn by ; but Paycarpmwe denied, and ſaid, he was a Chri- 
ſtian, and would ſhew forth the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, if be de- 
fired the ſame, if the Proconſul would appoint a day to bear irs fo 

refuſed to Swear, and kept Chriſt's Doctrine, for which 


Polycarpus ö 
be was led away to be burned, being an old man, and full of dayes, 


Aa, and Monwwents wol. . fol 55, 36, 57. 

, Baſiliaes, an Officer and afterwards a Martyr, being re- 
quired co Swear, affirmed plainly, that it was not lawfull for him to 
Swear, for that he was a Chriſtin : hence is appears that it was 

the proper 1 ian, not to Sweat. AA und Mos. vol. 1; 

. wo, . 6. 98. | i 15 - 
Thiedly, 10 the a of Demitia Nero, who began to reign 
about ſixty ſeven years after Chriſt, under whom was the Firſt of 
the Ten cruel Periecutions of the Chriſtians,” he cauſed the Chri- 
ions of all ſorts to ſuffer he commanded Rowe to be ſet on fire 
in ewelve places, and to avoid the infamy thereof, he accuſed the 
Chriſtians with it, and cauſed them to be put to death, Aſter him 
began Demi:ian the Emperor to reign, who began the ſeeond Per- 
ſecution ef the Chriſtians, who was u Blaſpheme of God, and an 
—_— his dayes was Fobn the Evangeliſt baniſhed into the Iſle 

Parwor. | 

is Dowits.an the Emperor, fearing the comipg of Chriſt again, 
. that all that could be found of the Stock of David in 
Fory ſhould be put to death: The inquiſition was this, tbey com- 
"minded thoſe they ſuſpected to be Chriſtiane, to ſwear whether 
-wereindeed Chriſtians or not but the Chriſtians IS 
3 : N car, 
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Swear, conſeſſing t hat * end cd nor e 
commanded to be 


Chriſt nor his Doctrine which-chey were 
put to death. 
Fourchly, The Waldenſer or Lioniſe, wikoſe names are fo fanous 
among the reformed Churches, and who are ſaid immediately th - 
— — oſtles, and were the moſt ancient and trhe Prot 
ſlants, profeſſed it no way lawfull for a Chriſtian man to Swear 2 * 
defence of whom, in che very matter, Biſhop Vþer, (D 
6.) late Biſhop of Arwarh, Primate of of Ireland, 
cauſe againſt the Papilts agg Jeſuits, who are Swenrers, «and Breake 
ers of Oathes. += 
Fifthly, The Plowmas in his Complaint, aich = fo much abs; 
ed of, and commended in the Book of Martyrs, Cairh, * Lord com 
egirerd us a Commandment of Truth, in bidding RE 
* and bay, Nay, and ſwear for nothing: theu giveſt 
* mandment of meekneſs, another of poorneſs 3 oy fir pe 
* that calls himſelf thy Vicar on Earth bach broken both 
* Commandments, for be maketh a Law to men to WIS 
and by his Law he teacheth, that for a mar'tofave fu 
* {wear and Lyez and ſo, Lord, through comfort has 
* Laws, the people ne dreadeth to Swear N ye 
forſwear themſelves; Lord, here is litt le 4 ke. A cer 
vol. 1. fol. $27» 
Sixchly, It is one of Jobs Wickliffs Articles, whoſe Works A. 


as much eſtcemed by the Proteſtants in E and Beben, it 
diſpiſed by the Papiſts and cbeir „ baving bis bones taken u 
and burnt forty one years afcer bis his deceaſe; and his Books | 


alſo burned by the Papiſts; and this Amick wnrcandenno wich 
many other, by the Counſel of Conftence : That all — 
made for any Contract or civil Bargain between man and 

unlawful : Jobs Has, and Jerome of Prager were ©: | 
7% iy iu: opinions, Ex Av Ch Cu _ 
1. fo & 3 oo 

— — Farr Brute, a Texcher among mong the People of Joc 
in of Scorners ealled, The Devil Servant ,0r Cellar, by 
whom the P Pope and King Richard the ſecond, "nod the 
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| (16) 
ng Oathes; I believe and obey the Doctrine of Al- 
„and my Maſter Jeſbs Chriſt, which teacheth that 
* Chriſtian men, in the afficmacion of Truth, ſbould paſs the cigh- 
*reouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees of che old Teftament, or 
*elſe be excludeth them from che Kingdom of Heaven; for he 
* faith, Except your righteouſneſs' exceed the righteouſneſs of 
*the Scribes and Phariſees ye cannot enter into the Kingdom 
. *of Heaven: And as concerning Oathes, be faith, It hath 
© been ſaid of old time, Thou ſhale not forſwear thy ſelf, but 
* ſhale perform choſe things unto the Lord thou knoweſt ; But 
I ſay unto your gw ſhalt not Swear all, neither by Heaven, 
* nor by the but let your communication be yea, yea, and 
© nay, nay, for whatſoever is more then theſe cometh of evil: 
© Therefore 2s the perfection of the ancient men of the old Teſta- 
ment Was not to forſwear themſelves ; ſo the Perſection of a 
© Chriſtian man is not to Swear at all; becauſe be is fo commanded 
* of Chriſt, wboſe Commands in no wiſe muſt be broken; although 
©the City of Rowe is contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt. AA, and 
Aon. vol, 1. fol. 653. Rich. 24's days. 
fs ord Chryſoſtow, who was a Biſhop of Conſtantinople, in com- 
ion of whom much is ſaid in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory , he 
blamech them greatly that brought forth a Book to ſwear upon; 
charging his Clerks, that in no wiſe, they conſtrained any body to 
Swear, whether they think a man ſweareth true or falſe, ſaying, 7c 
i 4 fo to Swear well,c. Acts: and Mon, vol. 1. fol. 701, 702, 
inethly, Jerome, who was an ancient Father and Teacher in 
the Church, whom all the Proteſtants owned, upon that place, 
Matth. 5.37. and aner 5. 12. theſe were his words, It was per- 
mitted under the Law tothe Jews, à bring tender, and à it were Ja- 
fai, that they 5 offer Sacrifices to Cod, left they ſboula ſacrifice to 
Idels ; ſo they might ſwear by God, not that it was rightſull ſoro do, 
becauſe it was beiter to ſwear by God, then by falſe gods and Devils; 
ut the great Evangeliſt admits not of an Oath, ſince every true ſaying 
* equal theremnto, Oc. 
| Feachly, In like manner doth Theophilift, an ancient Father 
of the Church, whom the Proteſtants own, and have often cited - 
is. Dofcine, for proof upon tbe place in controverſie, faith, 
bence that wunder the Law it Was not evil for one to Swear ; 
T4 
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tay). 
but rhe coming. of Chrift it cuil, @ i Ciren 
fant oro ade üer 44 to ſo 


. And Ambroſ; ſaith upon Plalms 1 
Swear that cannot repent bus Oath ; ded ial | 
broſt (aith, Do not immitate him i ſwearing, vb 
tate in following ʒ and indeed the principle aa. 
ee, Many her $ nd M I m 

Twel ot aints 3 art 

„both in Henry and Hewy * e 1 5 
ol ſome were burned, cruelly handled, who ſaid, It wes wet 
ul to 3 20 e Caſes, Val 1. pag 396, Hem. 6. days; 
＋— bea nd plays Fl 
t nor Prelates, any any 
to ſwear by the Bible-book, or any Creature of God; for ſaith a 
Maſter of Divinity, I: « not lawful either to give or 4 57 
28. 3 for every Book, (aith be, is wrbing el 
reatures of which it is made: Theyefort to ſwear mpon « 
ſwear by Creatures, and this ſmearing i ever ul. 
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Mon. vol. 1. fol: 701. Dt 
It would melt any n 28 

tures. which that SL pi 
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| dayes had power and | 


R n (18) & : . 4 
| e p, (Ge. 3.) even ſrom the of wicked Cain 
uno t Ju „That fpirit is acturſed, and drove out from dhe 
ö ".  , preſencevf the God of Iſrael where ever it appeareih at thigday, 
FF. evenasic was in the dayes of Pharacb, Sant, Nebuchadirzer, ered, 
 Lilate, and allibe Chief Prieſts 3 and after them the wicked Empe- 
| rors and Kings and after them the divers Popes and their Blood- 
' thirſly Rabble of Clergy, add all other, under what Name or 
Form ſoever art this day, where that ſpirit of Perſecution yet re- 
mais, che Curſe and Vengeance of the Almighry doth purſue it, 
. where ever it goes; though God fuffer@ long, as he did Phi 
and the reſt, to vex Iſrael, till their ĩnĩquities was full: even ſo the 
Lord in theſe latter Ages hath ſuffered many to act much violence 
and wickedneſs sgainſt bis Heritage, for their obedience to the +» 
Commands of his Son, and they who love bim now kr eps his Com- 
. mands, as they did in the dayes of old; for he ſaith unto his, If ye 
bee me keep my Commandments, and bis Commandments is not grie- 
-, Yous ht joyous, 1 7% 5. 2, 3, 4. and Jabs faid, Hereby we know 
Nes that we know bins, if we keep bus & ommaiithwentss, for be that ſaith 1 - 
know bim, and keepeth not bis Cimmandments, is @ Lyar, and the 
I. Trath is not in bim, 1 John 2. 3, 


* * 
* 4 


_—_ | * (20) 
on of the perſon of another, though never ſo wicked and ; 
i 83 r Lords, and be will repay it, R. 12.19, 
' anc re have I committed my juſt and innocent cauſe unto 
3 | who in every Age and Generation of the World recompenced 
= Tribulation nen them that troubled bis people, 2 7 f.. 1. 6. though 
'& -be ſparedſome of them long, to ſee if his long ſuffering would lead 
» 2 p to repentanceʒ but as they beardned their hearts againſſ him 
bnd bis people, be wanifeſtly appes red in many Judgments againſt 
them, to awaken them, as be bath done of late years againſt thoſe 
who have opf reſſed his Royal Seed in this Age, which be bath 
_ to ſpring up in his people, ſcornfully called Quakers, which 
1 fpread over the face of the Earth ; yea, itis as eas to ſtop.the 
courſe of the Sun from running his courſe, as a Giant, | as to hin- 
der the growth of the Seed of God 3 for he bach bleſſed it, and 
na inchantment ſhall prevail againſt ic 3 yea, if all our bodies ſhould 
be deſlroyed in whom it is riſen, yet after us ſhall all the Fami- 
ies of the Earth be bleſſed in it 3 for the more it is perſecuted, the 
more it grows; 2s u ben a Vine. tree is cut, the more it is cut, t 
7 Fin ſpreads ; ſo doth the Truth at this day, as in Ages poſt, 
> He was made perfect through Sufferings, Hebr, 2. 10. and be is che 
- ſame . and will remain when all the wrath of man which 
wor the righteouſneſs of God ſhall have an end, and be 
© no more; end therefore we cannot fear him that kills che body, 
©” and hath no more that he can do; but are taught boch co love 
nnd fear him, ho after be hath killed the body, bath power to 
E caſt both into Hell, Afarth. 10.29, 29. and therefore are we made 
'F agazing ſtock to the World now, and have as little love from the 
World, as our fere-fathers bad in dayes paſt, marvelling not why 
te world baterh us, ſeeing it bated him who is the Prince of 
. Life, and condemned bim to death as a Blaſphemer and a Deceiver, 
FE beforeit hated us, Lat 3. 21. Marth. 27.63. for the Servant is not 
© greater then his Lord; and it was the chief Prieſts that was the 
© «chief Murtberers of him, for they ſtirred up the Rulers to do it, 
© Lake 23:13. which bappily otherwiſe they would bare dreaded; 
aud fo brought Innocent Blood upon their hesch, and upon their 


5 or ever. n 
And Who is it now that Qlirrs up the Rulers agaiq bis A ppear- 
dieee ? Is it not the chief Prieſts, who boch are, and ever were the 
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C %u (31 ) na os. 
greateſt Enemies that be and his pep ad penrde Ran 
knows, that if people ſhould ceaie from man, and follow C 
and Jearn ob bim, — = — n 4 
maintain their Pride and Pomp, for t 
will cry up any thing that will promote their £3 26 


manifeſt in England within theſe late God bath — 
f his hand at their diſhoneſt gain, and is EEE 
| ry upon them, Exh. 22.12,13- and they will become s 4 


to may in Ages to come and the Arm of Fleſh which 
ſo long truſted in ſhall wither before them 3 and the Lord 
and more gather his Shcep from their mouthes, that they 
not alwayes prey upon them, 'Exek. 34. 10. the 
Lord hath ſpoken it 3 and all their rage * madneſs Lied x 
Coals of fire upon their own heads; for they have e 
the deeds of the wicked in Drunkenneſs, Swearing, 
ing Couzeni — 114 pr Luxury, Wanteaweſs, X 
ne which is Idolatr n of Vipers, Ringing, and | 
greroul een ll wha will not put into their mouthes ;* 7 
might Volumn of their multiplied ioiquities, which' ev 
the certain tokens, and fore-runners of deſolation anddefi 
and the people thorow their evil example are ove 
manner of debauchery and uncleanveſs, even drinki vity 2s 
the Ox doth water: Oh, was ever Sodow or Nineveb . town - 
with iniquity, as Englevd now is? what will be tbe * 
. under which this Land mpurns? Oh. 
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Here follows 7 veral inflances of the Priefts practices „er 
which they qu no. Scripture, 1 wert 1 by the Pa- 
paſts and Biſbops of Rome. — 


1. Lad Eſpontius a Popiſh Biſhop, at 8 a bd 11 ö 
\ Pyſey in France, in the year One Roofing | 5 
ordained, that Infant Baptiſm ſhould be receiyed by n, he- 


cauſe it could not be proved by Scripture. 1 
2. Iguatiu, Biſhop of Rome, was the firſt that ord Ine« 
eq is be Baptiſed, and have Anrichnig gc other 
ob, w laſpe mous words ba r nag 
Gag i how can tbeſe be God and Farher,.6r Ow Mock 
the Child ? and how can; xbey promiſe and you | 
ſhall ſotſ i ke che Deyil and all his Yorks, and k eep 
and Commandments, and walk in the lame all 455 6 
the ſame men and wome n do believe before: hand, char nee 
they themſelves, ror the iden ore Et — * 
| "this $cripeural, oc-Papilkical, | 
Hun, Bilbop of A Fail the hi | 
in honour to the Virgin Pradentia; 
-1 thouſands and conſecrated chan, for. which; J. | 
2 example from Chriſt or any of the ancient, heit 4p 
4. Diompora, in tha ye 1 q * 
24 —————— 
3. Sitvefter, Bilbop of Tunes 
be Chriſtenzd and anomted with . 
St Pa}, & & athering, St 
weben St Cregen, St (Hen 
mes art bo thb. 
8 Clement, Biſhgp, orda ige 
faid none was per ſect chat _— 
Children ſhould be ſmore on the check, an 
N | 
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7. At L ons in France t 2 
their Regan (vix.) 2 25 Sale are which was 


never ordained nor STS Chriſt nor any of his Servants, 

Who neither went to Maſs, nor obſerved any Maſs-Dayes, but 
kept Gods Command, who aid, Six dayes ſhals thou labowr and do 

all that thow haſt to de, &c. Exod. 20. 

8. Boniface the fourth ordained Stephen, Innocent, wy es 

Michael, Martin, Jobs Baptiſt, and all the N dayes to — 


boly, againſt Gods command before cited the Apoſtle teflii 
ed againſt ſuch Obſervations, Gal. 4- 10. 

9, ory ordained, that Maſs, or ſhott prayer ſhould be ſaid 
over the Tombs of the — Priefts, fee the original of 
your 2 over the dead, if it de Apoſtolical, yea 
or nay 

10. Gregory al alſo ordained , chat neither F leſh, vor any thing 
that ity ig it, as Cheeſe, Milk, Butter, Eggs (bould be eaten 
on ſuch dayes as wete Faſts; here came in that Doctrine of De- 
vils, commanding to abſtain from Meats, which God bath com- 
manded to be received with thankſgiving, of them that believe and 
obey the Truth, 

II. Sabinianxs ordained, that People ſhould come together to 
bear Service, by ringing of Bells at certain bours, --** 

(113. Fobuche ment ſecond, Biſhop of Rowe, ordained Bells to 

>» chree times a day; here was the original of your Bells 

1 clings from the Popes Becrees, 

=”. 83. 3 Siogingof Mattens ar ſet times Hicrom appointed, as Poly- 


fay. 
" T4. Pelagias the (con commented Prieſts to ſay them daily; 
and Vile invented the decent tunes wherewith the Hyms be 
* 7 * — 48 Lene” Gould be kept befo 
35 "of | 15. ec a [4 * — 
. Es and added another week to it, which is called 2 


and alle ordained Epiſtles and Goſpels ; and 
1 . 
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(35) 
17. Higinu the nineth Biſhop of Rene, ordained the 
nion to be celebrated — wn W 
18, Pin, about the year Four . 3 
the tenth Biſhop, ordained, that Baſter- duy ſhould be kept” 8 


the Sunday. ö | 
19. 2 the ſeventeenth Biſhop of Rome, ordained Church 
yards to be ballowed, and forbad marriage of Prieſts. b 
20. Sextus the twenty fourth Biſhop of Rome, in the year Two 
hundred and twenty after Chriſt, ordained the Prieits to wear ho- 
ly Garments, as Copes, and divers other things, in imitation of 
Aaron, and then came in Surplices; he commanded Images to be 
fer up in Churches. . . 
Much more ſuch Trumpery might be inſtances too tedious to re- 
hearſe, which is now upheld — the Proteſtants, ſo called, as 
great Ordinances of God, though ſuch chings were never ordained 
by him in any Age of the World, but invented by the ſeveral 
Antichriſts which Jobs ſaw entring into the Worid in bis day, which 
are upheld by the falſe Prophets of our Age, without any grout 
or colour from that which they pretend to be their Rule (viz.) the 
Scriptures, who have either in-macter or form erred from the Sp» . 
rit of Truth and the Scriptures in every thing relating to their Wor- 
ſhip, — — but in works denying him 
— and unclean, and to every good work a Repro 
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A few words followeth concerning Tythes, manife thew no 
Goſpel-maimtenance, but face chris Jury hg dayes 
invented by the Papiſts. + 


12 were never commanded to be paid by the Lord to a 
| but Iſrael under the Law z neither was it ever payable, but b 
p 1's the E in the firſt Covenant, under the Levitical Prieſthood, out 

of the Land of Ca, to ſuch Levites as had no part nor portion” 

. allotted chem in the promiſed Land, the Tythe or Tenth part © 
che increaſe thereof was commanded to be given unto them by het 

Lord, for the Office of the bac and for the ſervice of thi 
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after Chriſt it was never impoſed upon the Peop 
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Tabernacle, Deut- 18. 4. and the Levites out of the Tythes were 
tooffer up to the Lord a Tenth part of the Tyrhes, and give it unto 
Aaron the Prieſt, for himſelf and bis Sons, E, 45 13. and no 


Teber portion had the Levitical Prieſts out of the Tythes, but the 


tenth of the tenths, for the reſt had the Levites that did ſerve at 
the Tabernacle, and it was alſo to relieve Strangers, Fatherleſs and 
Widows, Deut. 14. 29. So Iſraels Tythes were not all given to the 
Prieſts, but the Poor was maintained out of it beſide, for there 
was not to be a Begger in 1/-a*l; here was the end for which it 


was at firſt inſtitut 


Bus Chriſt the Everlaſting High-Prieſt being come, he changed 
that Prieſthood, which was but to continue until the time of Re- 
ſormation, Hebr. 9.10. and the prieſthood being changed, there is 


made of neceſſity a change of the Law, that took Tythes,Heb, 7. 12. 


after which there was never any Command given by Chriſt to any 
of bis Miniſters or Servants under the Second Covenant, either to 
take or receive Tyches of any people; and for _ bundred years 
e, but they might 

give it to whom they would, at their own pleaſure. ; 
And the Maintenance which Chriſt allotted his Minifters under 
the Goſpel is expreſſed in Lu, into whatſoever houſe they entred, to 
eat and drink ſuch things as were ſet before them, for the Labourer 
was wortby of his hire, Lake 10. 7, 8. This is the hire the Miniſters 
of Chriſt are contented withal at this day; but the Miniſters of An- 
tichriſt are not contented with their Allowance, nor the allowance 
of the Firſt Covenant, which ſhews that they are Miniſters of neĩ- 
ther, for if they were, they would act according to one ; but 
their Fruits plainly teſtifies to their faces, that they are Miniſters of 
Antichriſt, who have run when the Lord never ſert them, Mat- 

thew 7. 16, 17, 18. 8 
Object. Now ſome have pleaded for Tythes from Abraham's gi- 
ving the Tenth of the Spoils of tbe Kings, &. to Melchiſedeck, # 
7-2. | 

Anſw« This was not Tythe of Lands increaſe, neither was it any © 
Command of God to Abraham, but a free voluntary giſt out of 
theSpoils he had taken in war; (but Mark) He was yet in the loyns 
of bus Father when Melchiſedeck mer him, Hebr 7. 10. and theres 
foreno Goſpel Plea : So who would have Tythes from the Scrip- 
P14 | rure, 


a 


by 


PLA ( 28 ) 

Chief Prieſt 'of our Age devoured much of our Subſtance, even 
beyond the bounds of bumanity, and che Law by which they pre- 
tend to claim it, which, at molt, allows them but treble damages 
againſt them that refuſe to pay them, yet they have not been con- 
tented with ſive times the value; nay, it would pierce any tender 
+ heart to hear of the bavock and ſpoil they have made of our 
Bodies and Goods throughout this Nation, for our witneffing 
Chriſt come in the Fleſh, appearing manifeſtly worſe then the 
Zews that ſcourged the Apoſtles of Chriſt, for they abated Paul 
one ſtripe of forty every time they whipped him, 2 Cor. 1 1. 24, 
though their Law allotced forty ſtripes, per they would not go to 
the rigour thereof: But theie mercileſs Wolves have — in 
cruelty, to the power they have had given them, all that ever I 
read of in any Age ; for proof hereof I refer the Reader to a 
Book called, A Kecord of S»fſcrings for Tythes, wherein they are 
thorowly proved grievous Wolves indeed, Act. 20. 29. who have 
exceeded the rigour of their own Laws many degrees, even to the 

utter undoing, as far as in them lies, of whole Families. 
' ObjeR. Some have pleaded the right of Tythes ander the Goſpel, 
from theſe words, Te pay T the of Mint, and Annis, and Commis, & c. 
theſe things onght ye to hade done, c. Matth. 23. 23. 

Anſw. This was ſpoken by Chriſt to the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who denied him, and upbeld the firft Prieſthood, and therefore 
he called them Blind-Guides, and. cried many woes againſt them, 
for their Hypocriſie, Matth. 23. 16, 17. and ſeeing they did not 
own own ten who fulfill d the Law, they ought tycbe their Mint 
and Annis, &c. and fo all thoſe who know not Chriſt the better 
hope brought into them to tythe their increaſe ; but who ſo doth, 
muſt not e the title of Chriſtians, for they can never be recei- 
ved Zure Div ino by any under the Second Covenant; I ſuppoſe ahe 
Tyche-mongers have been aſhamed of that plea ſeveral years. ' 

Therefore let us come to their plea are Humane, which is their 
main Prop or Pillar; they ſay, by the Law of man, , They have 
a good right to the Tenth part, a the Owner hath to the Nine parts, 


6. 

This is much like the Jews plea againſt Chriſt, to take away his 
life, Fob» 19. 7. becauſe they had a Law ſo to do, which made them 
bold and impudent, not regarding the evil they did in cxecatieg 
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their Law, when ic turned againſt Chriſt and his ſollowers, neither 
would their Law they were fo zealous - for, deſend them from rhe - © 
firoke of Gods terrible vengeance, which after they bad filled up 
the meſure of their Iniquity, came upon them ayd their Poſte» - 
Gy though they were ſuffered to reign long over the Heritage of 


Bur let theſe T - 2s 7 cell us, who firſt invented this Tythe 
to Prieſts ſince Chriſt ? and if they can clear the Pope of it, and 
deduct ix from the Scriptures, or the ancient Chriſtians, let 
them z and then they will have ſome colour of Chriſtianity to de: 
mand them, ; | 
But this Jure humane was the main ples in Oliver Cromwels time, 
by theſe tything temporiſing Prieſts, to uphold their pluralities ani 
Tythes, though they could throw away the Coammon-prayer- 
Book at his Command, and ſilently ſuffer the people to want that 
which the ſame Prieſts now cries up as an Oracle and Ordinatice 
of God; and Divine Servicez for the reading of which they now _ 
wholl {lead Tythe their due /are bamane, yet in thoſe da - 
| when Thac which they now call Divice Service was rej 
dy thei, they pleaded and ravened as much for the Fleece ins 
they do npw, though they ſuffered thouſands to periſh wi 
that which they now threaten damnation to all who will not hear 
and receive; which if they had been true Sbepherds, they would 
have laid down, not only their liberty and their Tythes, but their 
lives for their Flocks in thoſe dayes, rather then they ſnouid baue 
been led away by thoſe they no count Wolves, Fob 10; 14, 1 
but the Love of their Tythes and Plura lities which Oliwey 
them to enjoy, over-ballanced their love to their Flocks: and no 
queſtion, if the Pope come and hold out the Maſs Book to them 
in one hand, with Tytbes and large Revenues in the other, and 
promiſe, in accepting of the one, they ſhall enjoy the otber, and 
for refuſal ſhall ſoſe both, rheſe cunning Steers-men, that can 
alwayes fail in the eye of the wind, will no doubt fwallow-this 
Pill with litile or no difficulty alſo, and cry up the Maſ Boo for _ 
as Divine an Oracle, and Ordinance of God, as the DireQory was 1 
with them in its day, or as the Common - Prayer now is with all its 
Rites and Ceremonies now in their eſteem; for then alſo they ma 
Plead for their Tythes Pore bamanc. ER: 
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andi durſt not openly declare agaiaſt them, nor enter into 
. Synagogues and diſpate wich them, as the manner of Paul, and 
iniſters of Chriſt was, As 17. 16, 17, 18. for of 
” i liberty, or ſome other proſit ; if ſuch be not the Hires 
lings that Chriſt ſpoke of, that flees before the Wolf, and leaves 
their ſheep, I know not any Hirelings at all; for was the Com- 
mon- Prayer Idolatry in Oliver s dayes, and Divine - Service now? 
how was the nature and property of ic altered. 


The main. and principal Foundation of the Law of England « the 
— — fays the Law · Book, Docter and Student. cap. a. page 4 
in words, - 


+> *There is a Law written in the heart of man, which is man cre- 
*ated in the Image of God, and this Law is alwayes good and ri 
*teohs, ſtirring up the man to do that which is good, and abbor 
the evil; and therefore againſt this Law, (faith, the Book) Pre- 
* ſcription, Statute, Cuſtom may not prevail; and if any be brought 
£againft it, they are void, and againſt Juſtice, &c. 


If Co, then let all who bath the leaſt ſpark of reaſon left in them 
judge, wherher ic is not high preſumption againſt God, and his un- 
limirted Prerogative and Royal-Law written in the hearts of bis 
e, according to his Promiſe by che mouth of his holy Prophet 
| ab f Fer, 31. 33. to ſet up mans Law above it, and forte the 
execution thereof againſt it; for in the Second Covenant, where» 
in God promiſed to write his La in his peoples hearts, Tythes and 
their Law were aboliſhed, as is ſaid before ; therefore Preſcription, 
Statute, and Cuſtom that is brought againſt the aforeſaid Royal- 
Law of God written in the heart, is void and agdnft Juſtice by the 
aforeſaid Law-Book of Eng/and, which will not admit of Part Hu- 
mano to prevail againſt ure Divine. 
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Here followtth ſeveral Prefidents. of the 22 _ 
. in the _ 2 Pr face, w — 2 53. 
. Tythes from the People, who gave Teſtimony them | 
= 44. require — L * 4 


N the Churches of Antioch, Calatia and Corinth the Saints 
poſſeſſed every man his own eſtate, where the Apoſtle ordaia- 
ed a weekly offering of the Saints, that every man might offer free- 
ly of what God had bleſſed him withal, which was put in the 
hands of Deacon for the maintenance of the poor, and 
neceſſary uſes, A; 11. 29. for Chriſt having in L»ke 10--allotted 
their Miniſters theit Maintenance, they were contented with it, - 
and when they returned to him again, they could fay __ had no 
want; but chen they lived not in pride, cor fu bread, 
nor went in loig Robes, nor maintained their Wives in pride. 
and exceſs, as the men of our Age do 3 for ſuch Chriſt never 
ſent in any Ape for they were not Lord Biſhops, nor call'd f 
men Maſters, but were Patterns and Examples to the 3 
and ſaid to the Diſciples and Brethren, Be ye Followers of ms, even _ 3 
as we are of Chrift ; but now if people ſhould follow none, bur 
they that = Followers of Chriſt, the Tythe-mongers would have 
none at all, { 
But the aforeſaid contribution continned amongſt che Ancient. © 
Chriftians about Three hundred years till the great Perſecution un- OT. 
der Maximinian and. Dicclefian, as Enſebius witneſſeth, and ſo dot 
T artalian, Origen, . and others, here was not Tythes ſo G 
much as ſpoken to of the Chriſtian Miniſters, but they did abide 
in the Doctrine of Chriſt, and having food and rayment they were 
therewith content. f 3 
After which time ſome Lands were given to the Church, but 
en ſaith, It is not lawfull for any Miniſter to poſſeſs Lands, - 
* eivento the Church, to his own uſe. - * x? , oF 
2 Biſhop of Carthage, alſo teſtified the ſame, and ſhews. © 
eth how che Church maintainech many poor, and that ber own e. 
pences was fall of frugalicy, and ber diet ſpariog and plain, Cyprias 
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{8 Epiſt..27, 3 4, 36. Proſper alſo ſaith, * That a Miniſter able to live 

*  * ot himſelf, ought not to deſire any thing of the people, and be 
that receiveth ir, doth it not without great ſin, And the Bobe: 
alan, in their fruitfull and Chriſtian Exhortation to Kings and 
Princes, to ſtir them up to zeal for the Goſpel, in miny Articles 
againſt the Clergy of their Antichriſtian Practifes : In the fifreench 
Article againſt them, they ſay thus, &c, 

That they receive Tythes of men, and will of right have them, 
© and preach, and ſay, that men are bound to give them Tythes, and 
therein they ſay falſly ; for they cannot prove by the New-Teſta- 
ment, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt commanded ic, and his Diſciples 
* warned no man ſo to do, neithet did chemſelves fo receive them; 
© but although in the Old-Teſtament it were commanded to give 

- *Tythes ; yet it cannot thereby be proved, that Chriſtian men are 
© bound thereunto; for this precept of the Old- Teſtament had an 
end in the firſt year of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, like as the precept 
* of Circumciſion; wherefore, Beloved, conuder, and ſee how your 

*- © * Biſhops ſeduce you with things that have no proof; Chriſt ſaid in 

the 11th of Luke, Give Alms of thoſe things that remain, but be 
' ſaid not, Give the Tenth of the Goods ye poſſeſs, &c. 4s and 
Mon. vil. 1. fol. 860. Col. 2. in Hen. 5. dayes. 

But the firſt that reſtrained peoples freedom in this kind, was the 
Council under Pope Alexander the third, Anne 1180. by whoſe 
time much Wickedneſs and Idolatry was crept in among them, as 
Hiſtory relates. 

But the moſt ſtricteſt decree was made at the Council of Trent, 
under Pope Piu the fourth, about the year 1560. they command- 
ed Tythes to be paid under the penalties of Excommunication, 
About the years 800, goo, and 1000. and after, _ were called 
the Lord's Goods: So here was the riſe of Prieſts Tythes, which 
for many hundred years they held Jure Divino, as they ſaid, which 
ever ſince they have exacted againſt the Law of God and right rea- 
ſon, and have not only robbed God, but the poor alſo; and there- 
fore is every Pariſh forced, to keep the poor from ſtarving, unto 
whom (if any) the Tythes do moſt properly belong; ard yet 
though che Prieſts go away wich the Tyches, it is very hard, in 

many places, to get them to contribute any thing to the Poor- Tax, 

manifeſting their Charity far ſhort of the Levitical Prieſts, moo 
bo 2 * Ore 


do teur ſour or ye times ſo mach as they prerend chais 
from who do not like their Wares, troubles & 
nothim ee NT ending. nr ; 
rſt not cake it > ntent 
times ſo mach, which m 
che greedy: 


theſe are not c 


® -- how they beg Vinded' 0 obey 
5 a IC l and 8 oi the 75 
Si Rule y fee that t bey walk ede 

maſs in either paying or receiving Tytbes as any 

, therefore are — juſtly condemned and reproyed 5 5 

| ( Rake; which wilt for ever ſtand a witznels againſt them, 
dat, and all order” ungodly practices by them upheld at x 
for which they ave! not the leaſt colour of Scripture. to a — 
them: am. | 


Ambros Rigge. 
EN WET EE EL 8 
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Poſtſcript. 


: Could ould not let this lietle Book paſs hereunto 
2 "Dine few of the Zonner like — aur yr of Life, 
Hurſt Pler point „ who calls bimſelf a Gad Minde 
Which within'tHis ſeveo years laſt paſt be bat done againſt 4 
re Rigge for his obedience unto the Commands of Chrift, as be- 
Adte is epreſſed .: And lecongly, of the proceedings of he afore> 
"id Detebfirid again. * wife. becauſe ſhe could dot in confoi 
r ehe or the cauſes eden ebe 
ri 4 n A 3, 
Ty the feſt, ic al wajes bath been the practice of the — of 
'A brift, the better to effe@ its miſchieyous purpoſes, to 
our che Flock of Chriſt's Fold; firſt — 
Wol "ins, Am the to ſet che Dogs alder: ae, td 


tear them to 
— park nite: e wm 2 ta. . no itual 2 
| tc ; for, when by, pir 
4+ ier of Cbriſt 
2— 


be — not at all d end himſelf, as 
; de ftirred . e 

sfotchand that fot Co r e. not ſ wear, 

> tender him the Ofrh of Alleg) ws, poo te inſaare him 

rH refuſul of which 5 was co Herſpas Goal che 

vday of the 3d Moneth dime) alter the ſaid Lerebford bad 


fl 4 chis, ts wer Prieſt of Cove-11d, cloathed N 
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lexeral * 


1 * ad never knew any ſuch * as, Abe 
eerein al} time, as may appear, by « C ive 


| RS e 
a4 Ationg, got th e 480 48 © 

2 4 ondema t We . 9s in @ Perſß | | 
Aſſizes ©rd appeared in perſon 8s one of the f herceſt of . 
bros's Accuſars, ſaying, be w vate the matter, at which 

reproved him, 3 prong t 
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gun, in the firſt place, to deny them 1 — — 15 
eſix (billings a Kilderkin for chat al re, oe 
n water; and becauis Ab, and 
Oppreſſion, was io; ced to drink water w 
to try Ambros ſurther, Lacksns tur ned him 
the Fellons, and chere debt bim his own pl ; 
ter following, when the coſt and Snow lay chick a 
the Goaler ſhuc up Ambros again in che dd idle 
any y forced him to ly ayoo.the 
being cloſe lockt up, and 19104 rd 
ng bi food, and as difficult c 
— rage which trials and 
not wanting him, which made all 


* p : (36) 
Akim; it was not long after but the ſaid Goaler died, Aſter him 
* came fobs Moereock to have ſome rule, though but x Servant in the 
Priſon, unto whom L. Lerchford wrote a Lerter, to ſlir him up 
againſt the ſ4id Ambres, giving the flattering titles of Maſler Mo- 
' evckh, who being of as bad and wicked ſpirit as himſelf, was eaſily 
induced by bim to cruelty ; in anſwer to which the ſaid Aſoorcock, 
about the Sth hour ar vight, in the depth of the next Winter, made 
a thutiny in the Town of Herſtam, pretending the Quakers had 
| broke out of Priſon, and raiſed a great Company with Clubs and 
Sta ves, and brought them up to the upper Ward where Ambros was 
at work, and without any occafion given them, they ſeiſed upon 
op polling and haling him down ſtairs into the tower Ward, among 
the Fellons, where Moorceck himſelf put great Irons upon bim, 
and left him in that cordition many dayes and nights, which con- 
tinued ſo lorg as the ſaid Xcorcock continued in = Cthce in the 
Priſon; and when Lerchford ſaw that would not do his bufineſs, he 
writ a grievous Letter to the Sheriff againſt Amwbres, and ſpurr d 
the Magiſtrates againſt him, who were more wiſe then to give muck 
eit unto him, though be could never juſtly lay any thing to Ambro!'s 
cbarge, that he had either —— the King or any man upon the 
earth; but only becauſe he would not break the Command of Chriſt 
td Swear;whom the ſaid Letc hſord often threatned with the Gallows 
borh in werd and writing, and ſought many wayes to my Au 
paſs ; but hitherto the Lord bath chained bim by his mighty Pb 
glory and praiſe be unto bis name for eve. | 
And nba kh ſaw that all theſe devices and ſtrategems failed bim, 
he pretends to bave Tythesdve from Ambros bis Wite, againſt whom 
deimptoyed ſeveral rude Bajliffs ; and when they did not proſecute 
ber to his mind, he turned Bailiff bimſelf, and joyned himſelf to a 
de, ſwearing, bruitiſh Fellow, who, with Bimſelf, purfucd Awbros 
bis wife, till they took her, who cauſed her to be ſet upon the 
Bailifls Saddle, and with mocking and jearing ſent her along in the 
ans Saddle to Herſbam Priſon to her Husband ; and at the Aſſizes 
\  g0ciwoof his kindred to ſwear falfly againſt ber, whereby he pro- 
ved eight pounds due to him from ber, as he pretended, for the 


® bis Wi e hired a Room or two, and had ſome Goods tor their 
\ - peceffary_ uſe in Herſbam, ſent four Bailiffs, who entred into che 
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leyelling of which, he the ſaid Lechford, hearing that Ambros and - 


aid * — 2 por 1 
name of Ads who be bg 
ſaid Ambros 22 Goods tothe 3155 

they carried away Ambro;'s proper "xy whict de zughe - | 
for his uſe in the Priſon ſeveral years betore, pork on not ſo Muc 
16 Bed to lie ppon in the Winter ſeaſon 3 which 

Robert Ryde Bailiff of Horſham ſold, at bis own, pew 
which he would never render any Account, though be 
required, and ſeveral times promiſed he would; but — ole time 
be was ſent unto, he ſent word, hat be muſt have more goo 
Latchford from Ambros; anda rward one of 4m 
bros, if Letehſerd had not ro him of more | 
that Lerch/cra was beard to fay, that be would never leave. 
had undoue Amr; which though the party was one 
Judgment, could not bur condemn him herein. 

Py wc this Letcbford bearing that th 
ſome pity of Ambrez,wirh many her, ho A | 
ſtrait & cloſe 4mprzhorment, having nothing to wich, b 
obedience to the Commands of Chtiſt he, with eee. n 
ſtirred up all the power they could,apd gat ſeveral hands to fign a P.. 
per,repreſeating Ambro to the 2790 N gg 7h be 
Sed. ol ade Q rat, ande Stra 
ting to have I herty, thinking her 5 
theſeaggravacions.. Ob, thar all who h 
Return; may find repentance thereof 51 
ſtand recorded againſt them in the day of ;Account ; for it wai 
ſame ſpirit that accuſed Pal to Fdix, 5 | 
found dic a peſtileot Felloy, + MY YEE, 
Jews throughout the World; And g 
Nazarens : the ſame ſpirit alſo called. 
of Devils ; and the Servant is not an ns £4 
they 7 ales the Bees of 14055 77 art 100, 7 
more them of his hou nd this Prie Lene | 
hath cauſed the; Furnace tobe beat ſeven tunes Fa * 
falſe Swearers, who is but to remain 4) Pruon ; "is, 1p 
years imptiſonment is accounted coo litele y him, for chole W 
cannot Swear at all, to break the'C nd of Chrig'3 . on 155 5 
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ic for ſuch Perſecutors of the Innocent, char cheir Cradles B. 
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| (38) 
” "their Graves j forthen had not the cry of Oppreſſion followed them 


to nt ac h in every Age ofthe World wis the overthrow' 
of che Oppr: ors,” and pufled dowa the Wrath of God upon their 
heads; and if they were to go into everlaſting puniſiment, in the 
dayes of Chriſt, chat did not viſit and refreſhthe leaſt of his Ser- 
vants in Priſon, what ty becom: of them ctfar ſends Robbers to 
take alway che good of the Servants of Chrilt which they provi” 
ded to ſupply their nt in Priſon?” (act nTions is ſcarcely heard | 


ol among the Hearheris: Is this the way to convince gainſayers ? 


did ever eicher Chriſt ot any of bis Miniſters uſe this way of ga- 
thering the loſt Sheep of Jad, though he had all Power in Hea- 
reg gud Epping im, that he might rule all Nations with a Rod 
of Tron? wete ever Prifons, Gibbet, Stocks, Fire or Faggot to 
reftrlin dt deſtroy the Bodievof che work of Hereticks, | ever uſed | 
or c6mmanded to be uſed by Chriſt or atly of his Miniſters on 
Earth? you who ſo much pretend theScripture co be your Rule z 
what Examples have you therein of - theſe chings from the Ancient 
ac 6 Chriftians'® pur is gor the Heathen Kings and Emperors, 
inthe Scriptures} and the ſeveral Popes; and their Ancichris ' 
ial Clergy,” fince*the Scriptutes were written, your patern for 
theſe things? 45 could prove theſe to be in Error whom you ſo 
falfſy accuſe; the way char you take with them would but more 
harged them” chetein ; för ich a greif U Dor te A Chriſtian. Na- 
tion to oppreſs and abuſe the Work Iifidet e che World; -/ > - 
And have not you kept ſome & the Serv ante of: Chriſt pri 
ſon well niffh ſeven years, whom you have judged Deceivers ꝰ no 
figce their commirmettand terifiriement, how often bave you ſene 
yqur Miniſters to coovince them? Ie not your whole Flock of 
Clog” le, to do it? Tf you Had had che leaſtlove to their Souls 
0 wauld have travelled and ſaboured night and day, by found ' 
Aria nd Arguments, to have put to filence the ignorance of 
the fooliſh and deceived, if you could have proved them ſuch; if 
you had warred with them wich the Sword of the Spirit; vir. 
The Ward of God, and have defended: your felves by that, we ſhould 
ha ve believed you had been ſent of God, and guided: by his- Spirit, 
but we ſee you are ſhort of the Papiſts, who are groſs Idolaters, 


for b ſore they delivered thoſe they counted Hereticks to the Se- 
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ci at Power to be puniſhed, they ſent their Prieſts often to pls 


1.138) 
niſh them, and to convince them 
your _— we are bold to c e, that if ther 
more Tythes and great Benefices in your pariſhes to be rea 
there is at Horſbaw Goal, you would be as ſeldom ſeen the 

ou were in the Priſon aforeſaid, and have as little care over W | 

locks, as you have of them there. Oh, that you would conlt> | 
der what you are a doing, before it be too late; for the Spirit of. 4 
the Lord will wot alwayes ſtrive with you ; large bath been ds 
day of your Viſiration, which you have moſt grievouſly abuſed : The = 
Jews ( hief Prieſts did think they bad done well w. per® _ 
——_— —— 4 of Chrift, who bad more colour of | 

os WORE then you have; thereſort are ye more inexcula* 
ble deforerhe Lord. " 
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/-" -THE END. 
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